DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


(406)  449-2821 


SOLID  WASTE  MANAGEMENT  BUREAU 


TED  SCHWINDEN.  GOVERNOR 


Room  A201 

COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


PLEAS 
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June  17,  1981 


HELENA.  MONTANA  59620 

Montana  State  Library 


3 0864  1006  7381  6 


Board  of  County  Commissioners-,  Lake  County  Courthouse,  Poison,  MT 
Pat  Trusler,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Lake  County  Courthouse,  Poison,  MT 
David  Erickson,  Planning  Director,  Lake  Co.  Courthouse,  Poison,  MT 
Myron  Holzheimer,  Right  of  Way  Bureau,  Dept,  of  Highways,  Helena,  MT 
Vern  and  Wayne  Reum,  Energy  Inc.,  Highway  93  S.,  Poison,  MT  59860 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  1209  8th  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620 


Gentlemen; 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  Section  16-2.2(2)-P2030, 
Rule  IV,  the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning 
^Energy,  Inc.,  a wrecking  facility  in  Lake  County,  south  of  Poison. 


The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environ- 
mental Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15)  days  at 
which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 


If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Sii/ce'rely, 


[/MfjLftw 

LARRY  D.  MITCHELL 


Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


LDM’.vc 

Ends. 

cc:  Mr.  Tom  Ellerhoff,  Env.  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Helena,  MT  59620 


HATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

APR  1 1 1983 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER  ' 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 
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RTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di vi st on/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Vern  and  Wavne  Ream  dba/Energv.  Inc. 

Description  of  Project  Establishing  and  licensing  a proposed  four  acre  motor 

vehicle  wrecking  facility  on  U.  S.  Highway  93  approximately  four  miles 

south  of  Poison.  Than  attached  map  shows  the  exact  location. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Ai r qual i ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  1 i mi  ted 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  envi ronmen- 
tal  resources  of  land, 
water,  ai r & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  qualit 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None 


Comments  on 

Unknown  Attached  Paces 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

• 

X 

1 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction Montana  Department  of  Highways,  Lake 

County  Planning  Department 

Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Lake  County  Health  Department 


Recommendation  concerning^reparati on  of  EIS 

± 


Not  Necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 

LARRY  M3.  MICHELET' 
June  17,  1981 


Date: 


DHES/ESD-2 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


2.  Water  quality,  quantity  and  distribution 

The  location  selected  by  the  applicant  for  use  as  a motor  vehicle 
wrecking  facility  is  in  an  existing  gravel  pit  approximately  fifty  feet 
deep.  The  base  of  the  pit  consists  of  medium  to  large  gravel  with  little 
or  no  soil  components.  As  such  it  can  be  expected  to  be  highly  permeable 
to  water.  There  was  no  standing  water  observed  at  the  site  during  an 
early  June  inspection. 

Establishing  a wrecking  facility  at  this  site  is  likely  to  result 
in  some  surface  contamination  of  the  area_by  waste  motor  vehicle  liquids 
such  as  coolant,  brake  fluids,  oil,  grease  and  motor  fuels.  Aside  from 
an  obvious  fire  hazard  for  the  owners/operators  of  the  facility  the  most 
significant  environmental  impact  resulting  from  this  potential  problem 
could  be  a possible  petrochemical  contamination  of  groundwater  supplies 
and  any  nearby  private  wells.  Technical  information  regarding  subsurface 
soils  and  groundwater  aquifiers  has  not  been  made  available  nor  are  the 
locations  and  depth  of  area  wells  known.  Montana  has  not  yet  adopted 
specific  groundwater  standards  for  the  protection  of  that  resource,  al- 
though standards  have  been  recently  proposed  in  draft  form. 

Regardless  of  a presumed  potential  for  contamination  it  is  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  predict  that  serious  problems  will  result  from  the 
proposed  operation.  Heavy  industrial  equipment  has  been  used  routinely 
in  the  gravel  excavation  operation  over  the  years  but  no  apparent  ground- 
water  problems  have  resulted  from  that  activity.  Except  for  flagrant  and 
continued  spillages  of  petroleum  products,  the  proper  operation  of  a 
wrecking  facility  at  this  site  is  not  anticipated  to  have  any  significant 
impact  on  groundwater  quality. 

5.  Aesthetics 

The  state  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law  and  regulations 
require  that  wrecking  facilities  be  screened  from  view  such  that  junk 
vehicle  inventories  are  not  visible  from  public  roadways.  U.  S.  Highway  93 
presently  parallels  the  west  edge  of  the  property  and  is  located  approxi- 
mately 100  yards  west  of  the  gravel  pit  proposed  for  vehicle  storage. 

Due  to  the  topography  of  the  area  between  the  pit  and  the  50  foot  depth 
of  the  pit,  portions  of  the  four  acre  site  are  presently  screened  from 
view  as  required  by  law.  However,  utilization  of  the  entire  area  will 
not  be  possible  without  the  addition  of  some  form  of  artificial  shielding. 
The  applicants  have  proposed  the  construction  of  a shop  building  and  a 
fence  of  appropriate  length  and  height  parallelling  the  highway  between 
the  gravel  pit  and  the  road.  Proper  placement  and  construction  of  the 
building  and  fence  will  effectively  screen  the  entire  vehicle  storage 
area  from  view  as  required  by  law.  Prior  to  issuing  a license  for 
operation  of  the  facility,  it  must  be  screened  according  to  the  law 
and  regulations. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

6.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT  (Cont.) 


8.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

The  successful  operation  of  a vehicle  salvage  business  should  have  a 
minor  but  measurable  impact  on  state  and  local  tax  base  and  revenue.  The 
operation  has  the  potential  of  providing  personal  income  and  employment 
for  the  applicants  and  any  additional  employees  which  may  be  subsequently 
required  for  the  business.  Community  income  and  employment  may  be  effected 
in  a small  but  positive  way  as  the  result  of  business  activities  secondary 
to  the  operation  of  the  facility.  Most  obviously  involved  will  be  the 
construction  trades  for  the  shop  building  and  any  additional  future 
expansions.  Successful  salvage  operations  utilize  various  community 
services  on  a routine  basis  such  as  advertising,  shipping,  fuel  and 
tool  purchases,  equipment  servicing  and  others. 

10.  Demands  for  government  services 

Establishing  and  licensing  this  proposed  facility  will  require  periodic 
routine  inspections  by  state  and  local  junk  vehicle  program  officials  to 
assure  that  the  facility  is  being  operated  in  accordance  with  the  Motor 
Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law  and  regulations.  A minor  amount  of 
administrative  effort  will  be  necessary  to  establish  office  files  and 
process  routine  mailings  of  correspondence.  Additionally,  with  the  de- 
velopment of  the  business,  a minor  demand' for  other  government  services 
may  be  required  in  terms  of  processing  local  permits  and  licenses  for 
such  things  as  septic  tank  and  well  installations,  electrical  and  gas 
connections,  etc. 

11.  Industrial  and  Commercial  activity 

Motor  vehicle  wrecking  facilities  are  generally  perceived  as  heavy 
commercial  or  industrial  land  use  businesses.  The  establishment  of  a 
motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  at  this  location  may  tend  to  perpetuate 
a trend  towards  additional  commercial  or  industrial  strip  development 
along  U.S.  Highway  93.  The  development  of  this  salvage  business  is 
replacing  an  already  industrial  use  of  the  property  so  the  impact  from 
this  change  in  business  activity  alone  should  not  be  significant  in  itself. 

13.  Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

This  area  of  Lake  County  is  not  zoned.  No  land  use  ordinances  have 
been  discovered  that  would  prohibit  the  establishment  and  operation  of  a 
motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  at  the  proposed  location. 

14.  Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows 

Access  to  the  proposed  facility  is  limited  to  an  uncontrolled  turnoff 
from  U.S.  Highway  93.  Being  the  primary  north-south  route  through  the  county, 
traffic  is  generally  moderate  and  sometimes  heavy  in  this  area  just  a few 
miles  south  of  Poison.  The  active  operation  of  a successful  salvage  business 
at  this  location  is  likely  to  add  to  this  traffic  flow.  Transporting  or 
towing  salvage  inventory  to  the  site  as  well  as  routine  customer  traffic 
in  and  out  of  the  site  may  increase  traffic  hazards  on  this  portion  of  U.S.  93 
since  highway  speeds  are  common  and  access  on  or  off  the  highway  is  not  con- 
trolled at  this  location. 


. 
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MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

MOTOR  'VEHICLE  W R E C K I_  N G FACILITY 

APPLICATION  FOR  LICENSE 


Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to: 


TERRACE  D.  CARMODY , CHIEF 
Solid  Waste  Mangement  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


1.  Name  of  applicant: 

2.  Name  of  facility: 

3.  Address: 


J/g-hn £L.. R? I \ *v\  - mavux M/ 


.tNkRC-'/j  I rr 


53  5. 


j M 1 


J . 

4.  Size  and  legal  description  of  facility: /j ?prn y / r, -/»  ( 4-  a C r*  v- 


fP 

Sw  '/q  S to'A/  T , (\;  |'gf 


u/ 


5.  If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  of  lessor  who 
holds  title  to  the  property: 

Name: | /?eutA 

Address: H I j hojg  Oj  9 j S Pol  5o  V)  J kA  T h ? 96  o 

6.  Attachments:  a.  Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility! 

b.  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  type  and 
. adequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 

of  buildings. 


I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances.  (To  be  signed  by 
appropriate  local  government  official  having  knowledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances) 

“This  ATf&Av  Laicc  CTou-otv  is  kiot"  iooeQ  > 

TITLE:  Q/cxvj-ij  — * FLa.wrv.wj  i 

OF-  L*-K£  QBU,vi-fy  MT 

(city  or  county)  " 

Date  (year  and  month)  that  youp  facility  will  begin  operation:  Jm//  /7.-9I 

SIGNATURE  OF  APPLICANT:  f/jlA/'A.  <L  PHONE : (j  o 

To  r\  h o <j  ? v ^ DATE : ^ -.y  -2  - % I 


TITLE: 


- 


